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1)03 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 May 2006 . 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1J3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment to the claims filed 5/30/2006 have been noted and 
entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 5/30/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments are summarized as: 

a. The newly amended claim 8 overcomes previous rejection under U.S.C. 
101. 

b. Prior art of record does not teach the newly added claim limitations, "a bus 
inputting terminal connected to the bus", and "another inputting terminal directly 
connected to second information processing means, wherein the second 
information processing means can be isolated from the bus". 

3. In response to argument 'a', examiner notes that claim 8 as amended still does 
not recite the computer instructions as part of a statutory machine. Claim 8 merely 
recites that the instructions cause a functionality when executed by a computer, but 
does state that the instructions are stored as part of a statutory machine. The 
specification (page 33, lines 2-9) describes the instructions as a program that can be 
stored on a computer-readable recording medium (statutory) or transmitted through the 
Internet (non-statutory). Therefore, claim 8 is still not limited to statutory subject matter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,524 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2182 

4. In response to argument 'b\ examiner notes that the new limitations are features 
that can be found in teachings of prior art. For example, "a bus inputting terminal" can 
be the connector port of the 1394 bus interface (figure 22, detail shown in figure 2) and 
"another inputting terminal directly connected to second information processing means" 
can be the connection between the 1394 bus interface and the controller 12 (figure 22). 
More detailed analysis of the teachings is included in the rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically, claim 8 recites that the 
instructions cause a functionality when executed by a computer, but does state that the 
instructions are stored as part of a statutory machine. The specification (page 33, lines 
2-9) describes the instructions as a program that can be stored on a computer-readable 
recording medium (statutory) or transmitted through the Internet (non-statutory). 
Therefore, claim 8 is not limited to statutory subject matter. Examiner suggests 
amending the claim to be directed to "a computer readable storage medium storing 
computer instructions 

7. To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claim(s) 
rejected under 35 USC 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth below 
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in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four statutory 
categories of invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki et 
al (US Patent #6,477,589 B1). 

10. Regarding claim 1, Suzuki discloses an information processing apparatus 
(devices in figure 1) connected to a single bus system (1394 serial bus) together with 
first information processing means (column 6, lines 41-45) comprising: 

A bus inputting terminal (1394 interface port; figure 2, 22) connected to the bus; 
Another inputting terminal (connection between 1394 interface and controller 12, 
figure 22) directly connected to second information processing means (controller 
12), wherein the second information processing means can be isolated from the 
bus; Examiner notes that 1394 connections are not permanent (can be plugged 
and unplugged) and therefore the controller can be isolated from the 1394 bus. 
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A selecting device (root node, figure 18) for selectively inputting the input 
information (data packets) supplied from a plurality of input sources (other nodes; 
column 15, lines 11-24); 

An acquisition device (hardware in node executing application software; column 
18, lines 6-13) for acquiring first information (node information from configuration 
ROM; figure 9) for specifying the other information processing apparatuses 
connected through the bus (column 9, lines 57-62); 

A setting device (hardware in node executing application software) for setting 
one of the first information processing means in place of the plurality of the input 
sources (Suzuki teaches an example of setting one of the devices as input 
source to printer), the input sources being for second information processing 
means (processed by the controller), as an alternative in the selecting device, 
based on the acquired first information (column 18, lines 29-63; column 31, lines 
8-18). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 

according to claim 1, further comprising: 

A first notification device (communication interface of root node, figure 18b) for 
notifying the first information corresponding to the selected one of the first 
information processing apparatuses when the one of the first information 
processing means set as one of the alternatives is selected as the input sources; 
A second notification device (communication interface of root node) for notifying 
the one of the input sources replaced by the currently selected one of the first 
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information processing means, in parallel with the notification by the first 
' notification device (figure 18b; column 15, lines 28-35). 

12. Regarding claim 3, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a notification device (root node) for notifying 
only the first information corresponding to the first information processing apparatuses 
supplied with the input information when the information from the first information 
processing means not set as the alternative is input through the bus (figure 18b). 

13. Regarding claim 4, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the setting device includes: 

An extraction device for extracting (application software), based on the acquired 
first information, only those of the first information means meeting the conditions 
selectable as one of the alternative among the plurality of the first information 
processing means in setting one of the first information processing means as the 
one of the alternatives (selection of a device, figure 25; column 19, lines 25-29); 
and 

A display device (figure 22, display 18) for displaying only the extracted first 
information processing means (column 20, lines 57-65). 

14. Regarding claim 5, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a storage device (HD 24 / RAM 16, figure 22) 
for storing the acquired first information (column 25, lines 32-36) 
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15. Regarding claim 6, Suzuki discloses the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the bus is a serial bus based on IEE 1394 standard (figure 
1). 

16. Regarding claims 7 and 8, examiner finds these claims substantially similar to 
claim 1. Therefore the same arguments used in rejection of claim 1 are applied. 

Conclusion 

17. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Sun whose telephone number is (571) 272-2675. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 10:30am-7pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system/call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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